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The 2017 Foreign Policy White Paper calls for Australia
to support an ‘increasingly prosperous, outwardlyfocused, stable and resilient Southeast Asia’.
While this goal is grounded in sustaining a rulesbased order at the regional level, it also points to the
importance of encouraging domestic arrangements
conducive to such an order.
As the home of Australia’s largest concentration of
scholars on Southeast Asian politics, PSC was keen
to find opportunities to contribute its expertise to this
important foreign policy goal.
By December 2018, the ‘Supporting the RulesBased Order in Southeast Asia’ project, or SEARBO,
was underway with an initial phase of activities
funded by the Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade and focused on
>> electoral dynamics in Indonesia and
the Philippines
>> democratic and judicial reform options in the
‘new Malaysia’
>> and a major conference on entrenched illiberalism
in mainland Southeast Asia.

>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>

Gadjah Mada University (Jogjakarta)
University of Indonesia
University of Malaya
University of Massachusetts-Amherst
University of Michigan
University of the Philippines-Diliman
Sunan Kalijaga State Islamic University
(Jogyakarta)
>> Sunway University (Petaling Jaya)
>> University of Western Australia
>> and University of Yangon.
The project’s communication strategy ensures the
wide distribution of its policy-oriented outputs.
This includes research briefs and podcasts that
can already be found on the PSC-hosted New
Mandala website https://www.newmandala.org/
(the leading forum for academic and policy outreach
on Southeast Asia, attracting an audience of around
2 million readers each year—the majority from the
Southeast Asian region).

The work is conducted in close partnership with
a range of partners across Southeast Asia—and
with academics from other universities elsewhere in
the world.
These partnerships include academics from:
>> Ateneo de Manila University
>> UC-San Diego
>> University of Canberra
>> Centre for International and Strategic Studies
(Jakarta)
SEARBO Launch, 8 April 2019

‘Supporting the Rules-Based Order in Southeast Asia’, a project of the ANU’s Department of Political and
Social Change, is funded by the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). The opinions
expressed here are those of the researchers, and are not meant to represent the views of either ANU or DFAT.

Cover image: CartoGIS ANU College of Asia & the Pacific 2020.
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ACTIVITY REPORTS

INDONESIA
Business and Campaign Finance Study
Lead researchers Professor Ed Aspinall and
A/Professor Paul Kenny’s first objective was
to examine Indonesian businesses’ experiences
of corruption and campaign financing, and to
understand how these experiences vary across
different sectors and different kinds of companies.
A second objective is to examine the impact of
those experiences upon business elites’ attitudes
to democratic governance and institutional
reforms. They were assisted, in the design and
implementation of the survey, by Dr Eve Warburton
(now affiliated with the National University of
Singapore’s Asia Research Institute.)
This first objective addresses an urgent policy
problem faced by many developing democracies:
transparency in the funding of campaigns, parties
and political institutions. As Indonesia’s democracy
has evolved over the past two decades, political
campaigns have become increasingly personalised,
highly competitive and immensely expensive. The
result is that political parties and politicians rely
more and more on private sector financing, much
of which is not disclosed publicly. Once in office,
politicians need to recoup their expenses and pay
off their debts, which then motivates rent-seeking
and corrupt behaviour. Aside from leaving politicians
compromised and beholden to private sector
donors, it also undermines the quality of Indonesia’s
democratic institutions.
A second objective of the research is to generate
new knowledge about the democratic preferences
of Indonesia’s business class. The prohibitively high
cost of political campaigns has also meant that
party elites and candidates running for office come
increasingly from the private sector, rather than
other sectors of society. While legislators around
the world tend on average to be more affluent than
their constituents, socio-economic differences
between voters and politicians in Indonesia are
particularly dramatic. This in turn effects the quality
of representation and political participation. Yet, even
though business people play a major and increasing
role in electoral politics, little is known about their
democratic values and attitudes.

2

To achieve these objectives, the researchers have
designed an original and representative survey
of over 700 business owners and managers. The
survey asks respondents about their
>> economic policy preferences
>> experiences of bribery with different arms
of government
>> political donations and lobbying
>> security payments and
>> democratic attitudes.
This will be one of very few representative surveys
of Indonesia’s business elite, and seemingly the
only one that covers businesses from seven
major sectors of the economy. The results will be
supplemented by a series of in-depth interviews and
focus groups with business elites and politicians in
order to dig deeper into the responses gleaned from
the survey.
The researchers expect the results to offer rich
insight into the mechanics of political corruption
through the eyes of Indonesian business people.
These original data can then be used as a
foundation for developing new reform initiatives
to strengthen institutional checks on corruption,
and to incentivise compliance with political
finance regulations.

Once the survey is complete and the results
have been analysed, the findings will be
communicated via a range of channels with the
goal of moving from research results to policy
recommendations. This will include presentations
and workshops with key stakeholders in Indonesia
as well as via op-eds and reports on New Mandala
and other forums, some of which can be translated
into Bahasa Indonesia.
Business surveys are always much slower to
execute than representative surveys of the general
public, given the targeted nature of the population
and the fact that business people tend to have
very little time to sit down and answer a series
of questions.

Nonetheless, the survey was completed in early
2020 with a 96 percent response rate, involving a
total of 672 companies. The results and analysis will
be completed in early 2020.
The second phase of SEARBO, or SEARBO2,
will provide an opportunity to dig further into and
cross-check the results of the survey with qualitative
research involving in-depth interviews and focus
groups with business elites.

An election worker arranges ballot boxes in Surabaya, March 2019. Credit: Juni Kriswanto / AFP / Getty Images

The results of this project will reveal different patterns
of corruption across sectors and companies, and
thus help policy makers to design more nuanced
and better-targeted interventions. The project
will also demonstrate the kinds of governance
reforms that appeal to business, and that might
better incentivise political and economic actors to
comply with anti-corruption and political financing
regulations. Such information is of clear value to the
Indonesian government.

Department of Political and Social Change, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, ANU
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ACTIVITY REPORTS

INDONESIA
Political Economy of Democratic Malfeasance
The research aim, for lead researchers Professor
Ed Aspinall and A/Professor Paul Kenny, was
to explain the relationship between the expansion
of the oil palm sector and the quality of democratic
governance in Indonesia.
Oil palm is by far Indonesia’s most important crop,
and Indonesia is the world’s largest producer and
exporter of crude oil palm.
Seventy-three percent of the crop is exported,
accounting for just under 10 percent of the nation’s
total export earnings.
The industry employs 5.9 million people directly, with
up to 50 million more jobs depending indirectly on
the sector.
The research examines how the rapid expansion of
the industry has affected:
>> economic wellbeing (including inequality)
>> institutional quality
>> corruption
>> infrastructure provision
>> quality of elections
>> crime and safety, and
>> support for democracy.
The research in the first instance is comprised of a
targeted survey of roughly 1,900 individuals in rural
Indonesia conducted by Lembaga Survei Indonesia
in mid-2019.
This research builds on an extensive analysis of
satellite data on oil palm expansion and various
quality of governance indicators.
The data collection for phase one has been
completed and has moved on to the data analysis
phase (with the assistance of Dr Rashesh
Shrestha of the Jakarta-based Economic Research
Institute for ASEAN, or ERIA). Thus far the results
rely primarily on previous observational analysis.

More broadly, therefore, this research seeks to
inform the public policy and development research
communities on how rent-seeking occurs in distinct
commodity supply chains.
Impressionistic evidence suggests that both highlevel and low-level intermediaries use their positions
in subsidised supply chains to extract ‘rents’ (i.e.,
illicit profits or side payments).
However, it is not known whether these illicit
networks are more prevalent in some sectors
than in others, and if so why. It is also not known
how these patterns of corruption relate to support
for democracy.
As demonstrated in this research, presented
at numerous academic forums including the
Annual Meeting of the American Political Science
Association, oil palm expansion is associated with an
increase in violent crime.
This study’s surveys and follow-up fieldwork in rural
Indonesia will fill in some of the critical details around
exactly why this negative side-effect of growth in the
oil palm sector has occurred.
Lastly, at the highest level, this research aims to
demonstrate the effect that the economy has on
democratic governance and the prospects for
democratic consolidation.
Often in political economy, the effects of political
variables (e.g., dictatorship) on economic outcomes
is examined; here Aspinall and Kenny investigate
the reverse.
Although it is sometimes posited that economic
crises lead to declines in democracy, there is much
less research on the effect of sectoral economic
expansion on the prospects for democracy.
This research will thus have important implications
for the development policy community, encouraging
closer integration between economic and political
forms of aid and engagement.

In SEARBO2, the scope of analysis will be
expanded to the Philippines and will include a
broader range of commodities.
This investigation will allow researchers to probe
deeper into the mechanisms by which agricultural
subsidies and licenses are exploited for corrupt ends
and the localised effects this has on quality of life and
support for democracy.
This research will primarily be carried out by Mr
Colum Graham, a research fellow employed in PSC
for the purposes of SEARBO2.
The research findings of SEARBO1 and SEARBO2
will be shared with civil society groups and regional
think tanks.
The first step is to point out that even though oil
palm cultivation may lead to higher incomes, there
are additional potential negative socioeconomic
externalities from the development of the agricultural
commodity export sector that should be considered
in development policies.
Further steps in future years could include the trialling
of ‘certified’ social responsible oil palm cultivation.
The communication strategy will include site visits,
working papers, and commentary on New Mandala
or other appropriate forums.
There are several areas of obvious policy relevance
to governments and international donors, including:
>> technical support for revisions to the regulatory
framework surrounding oil palm cultivation to
reduce rent-seeking;

Labourers at palm oil plantation. Credit: Ed Aspinall.

Moving forward, the researchers will deliver
workshops, talks and policy briefs on their findings
for relevant audiences. They can deliver workshops,
talks and policy briefs on their findings for different
audiences within government.

>> miscellaneous support for policing and security in
oil palm producing regions; and
>> economic support packages attached to
trade agreements.

There is ample empirical research that suggests
that corruption is negatively related to support
for democracy.

4
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ACTIVITY REPORTS

INDONESIA
Women’s Political Participation
Dr Sally White and Professor Ed Aspinall’s
research examined the key factors that limit and
enable women’s participation in politics in Indonesia,
with a focus on understanding the background,
motivations and strategies of female candidates for
public office. The goal of research is to provide fresh
impetus to the reform process.
Their research consisted of a two-pronged approach
to understanding the factors that limit, as well as
enable, women’s successful political participation.
The first part of the project was jointly run with
Gadjah Mada University (UGM) in Yogyakarta and
consisted of funding 16 research teams to conduct
qualitative fieldwork-based research in 13 different
regions across Indonesia. The research teams
shadowed women candidates as they campaigned
in the run up to the 17 April 2019 election;
interviewed candidates and their campaign team
members; and collected campaign materials. They
also did post-election follow-ups where necessary.
Each of those teams then produced a research
paper, and the eight best of those papers have been
prepared for publication in a forthcoming special
edition of the Journal of Current Southeast Asian
Affairs. White and Aspinall, along with Dr Amalinda
Savirani of UGM, have written the introduction and
translated all the articles into English. The special
edition involves a total of 20 authors representing
eight Indonesian universities and research institutes.
A second collection of eight articles will be published
in Indonesian in a separate UGM publication.
The second part of the project was a postelection, nationally representative quantitative survey
conducted by Lembaga Survei Indonesia (LSI) that
asked 1,200 respondents a range of questions
concerning the desirability of women’s involvement
in politics, attitudes to gendered role divisions and
women’s capabilities to take on leadership roles.
The research confirmed that women face
significant barriers to political participation. The
subsequent survey revealed deep-seated patriarchal
attitudes towards women in politics, questioning both
the desirability of women’s participation and their
capacity to effectively represent their constituencies.

6

Other barriers are financial, with high campaign costs
due to the prevalence of money politics making it
difficult for most women to compete electorally.
Still more barriers come from a dysfunctional
party system that does not nurture talented
women candidates and prefers to choose female
candidates who have access to their own social
and economic capital. Some of these barriers can
be lowered by reform to the electoral system and
campaign financing system, while others require
targeted intervention.
The research also revealed that electoral integrity
is an issue, with many women complaining that
their votes were taken by other male candidates,
and that the quota has a mixed impact depending
on party and region. Quotas work best where there
is underlying support for gender equality, but, in
areas where patriarchal values are particularly strong,
quotas can lead to women being nominated by their
parties in order merely to make up the numbers
required for the ballot sheet—or to serve as votegetters for the party as a whole. Political parties in
general do little to assist women candidates, and
resources are captured primarily by male candidates.
The result of all these trends is that although there
has been a rise in the number of women elected
to national, provincial and district parliaments,
there has been a corresponding increase in the
election of women who have family connections
to powerful male figures. This narrows the political
space for contestation by women from nondynastic backgrounds.
On the plus side, women’s pathways to power
are diversifying. Although the number of women
with dynastic backgrounds is increasing, many
regions are experiencing the emergence of a new
type of female political leader who is independent
of male elites and has large amounts of social
capital. Women are able to win when they can tap
into women’s networks to support their campaigns
and run on issues that women are seen as being
particularly competent to address.

Department of Political and Social Change, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, ANU

Voter demonstrating evidence of voting, Indonesia. Credit: Ed Aspinall.

The study’s survey data suggests that Islam does
pose a barrier to women’s election in terms of
general patriarchal beliefs about women in politics,
but the qualitative studies show that this can be
counteracted by Islamic women’s organisations
when they back women candidates from within
their ranks.
Thus the impact of religion on the level of women’s
participation is multifaceted and varies across
regions. Further, this research suggests that as
the number of dynastic women candidates is
increasing—an indication of the narrowing of political
space—there is a need to differentiate between
women candidates who are elected primarily
because of their political connections and those that
are strong candidates in their own right.
The qualitative part of this project was jointly
managed with the Research Center for Politics and
Government (Polgov) at UGM. A call for papers
was put out through their research networks and
through the SEARBO researchers’ own networks.
The selected research teams came from a range of
universities across Indonesia.

Through this process, White and Aspinall were able
to link up with the three most important political
science research institutes in Indonesia working on
the topic of women’s political participation:
>> Polgov itself
>> the Center of Political Studies (Puskapol) at the
University of Indonesia, and
>> the Indonesian Institute of Social Sciences (LIPI).
Involving these research teams means not only that
the project has their expertise, but also that the
project findings are disseminated through those
research institutes.
The other research teams were made up of midcareer or more junior researchers, most of whom
had not previously conducted research on women’s
political participation and many of whom are based
at regional universities; through this project, the
field of researchers working on this issue has thus
deepened, and it is hoped that they continue to
conduct research.

SEARBO Annual Report 2018 / 2019
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Moreover, prior to this project, there had been
very little fieldwork-based research conducted
into women’s political participation, and none that
canvassed the range of topics examined here.
Thus the scope and range of research has been
broadened by this project.
As part of the project, White and Aspinall conducted
workshops with the research teams: one prior to
their fieldwork and one post-fieldwork.
The first workshop provided a theoretical
framework on women in politics so that those
researchers who were new to the field had an
understanding of the international literature. In
conjunction with senior Polgov and Puskapol
researchers, moreover, White and Aspinall
conducted a number of sessions on research and
writing skills.
For the post-fieldwork workshop senior ANU
academics Associate Professors Greg Fealy and
Marcus Mietzner were invited to join White, Aspinall,
and the Polgov team in providing feedback on
draft papers and giving sessions on how to revise
manuscripts for publication. In this way, the research
project has had an impact on the capacity of local
researchers. It has also focused significant attention
on the issue of women’s political participation
outside of the policy and advocacy centre of
Jakarta, and nurtured linkages with Jakarta-based
research institutes.

This program was included by Marcus Mietzner in
his report of the conference which is published on
New Mandala in both English and Indonesian and
which is being circulated to select advocacy circles
both within and outside of the National Parliament.
See https://www.newmandala.org/indonesiaselectoral-system/
The results of the research have been published in
New Mandala in English (https://www.newmandala.
org/why-good-women-lose-elections/) and will soon
be translated into Indonesian as well.
Two other articles based on the survey data are also
being prepared for publication in academic journals
in 2020 or 2021.
In SEARBO2 White and Aspinall will continue to
focus on women’s political participation but with
a focus on women in regional parliaments and on
substantive representation, that is, on whether
women are able to make an impact on democratic
governance once elected. They will work with
Polgov at UGM, and involve a more limited number
of local researchers.

Finally, three researchers who participated in the
project travelled to Canberra in November to
present their research findings at the Indonesia
Council Open Conference held at ANU. They took
part in a special panel at which Sally White also
presented the research findings.
Results of the project on women’s political
participation were presented by Sally White and
Dr Ella Prihatini at the SEARBO-supported
Electoral Systems Reform Conference organised
by Marcus Mietzner and the Centre for Strategic
and International Studies (CSIS). Prihantini is an
Indonesian researcher who has recently completed
her PhD at the University of Western Australia.
That conference examined the barriers to women’s
political participation and put forward a program
for reform.
Election candidate poster, Indonesia. Credit: Ed Aspinall.
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ACTIVITY REPORTS

ACTIVITY REPORTS

INDONESIA

PHILIPPINES

Electoral System Reform Options

Civil Society Monitoring of Public Works Corruption

The June 2019 Electoral System Reform postelection conference, held in Jakarta in collaboration
with Centre for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS), brought together local and key stakeholders
to discuss the deficiencies of the current candidatecentric system and to debate possible future
reform options.
The conference addressed many issues that
currently undermine the integrity of electoral
processes. Accompanying these flawed
electoral processes are state institutions that
are equally deficient. In order to address these
shortcomings, the conference produced a number
of recommendations that would lead to a more
party-centred, more transparently funded and more
gender-sensitive electoral system.
Policy making in Indonesia is often distorted by
oligarchic actors who sponsor candidates in
elections, expecting post-elections concessions in
return. Because this in turn results in policies that

frequently reflect the interests of these sponsors
rather than the interests of the public, the conference
focused on measures to make electoral candidates
more autonomous from oligarchic sponsors.
The results of the conference have been, and
continue to be, disseminated to Indonesian decisionmakers in the executive and legislature and were
published on New Mandala, the leading political blog
on Southeast Asia. The report can be downloaded
at: https://www.newmandala.org/indonesiaselectoral-system/
Lead researcher A/Professor Marcus Mietzner
will continue his research in SEARBO2 and use
the results of the conference to inform the debate
among local stakeholders on the electoral system
to be put in place for the 2024 elections. This
will include presentations and discussions to the
presidential office, the parliament and selected
political party offices.
Titi Anggraini, Executive Director - Perludem, Indonesia. Credit: Paul Hutchcroft

Lead researchers Mr Eitan Paul (University of
Michigan), Dr Nico Ravanilla (UC San Diego),
Professor Ron Mendoza (Ateneo de Manila
University), and Professor Allen Hicken (University
of Michigan) assisted in an ongoing field experiment
that is evaluating the impact of a social accountability
initiative on the provision of public works.

Results have also been shared with such
government agencies as
>> the Philippine Congress
>> Department of Public Works and Highways
>> Department of Budget and Management
>> and Commission on Audit

SEARBO is supporting two activities that enhance
the quality of the overall study.

as well as with international, national, and local
NGOs and media (including the Philippine Center for
Investigative Journalism).

The study tests the effects of NGO advocacy—
targeted at politicians on issues of transparency
and fairness—in public works procurement
and distribution.
It also examines the characteristics of politicians that
may moderate the effectiveness of the advocacy.
Based on the results, NGOs (and donors) may
consider future advocacy initiatives targeted
at politicians.
Preliminary findings of the research have
found significant average treatment effects on
both procurement transparency and geographic
distribution outcomes.
They also show that social accountability initiatives
targeting politicians can be effective even when they
deal with sensitive political issues
and are implemented in a political
context defined by clientelism and
weak rule of law.

The research was implemented in collaboration
with the Ateneo de Manila University’s School of
Government as well as CODE-NGO, which is the
largest coalition of civil society organisations in
the Philippines.
They have already shared preliminary findings with
CODE-NGO and Ateneo and will prepare briefing
materials for them to share with their local partners.
Following the collaboration, CODE-NGO has already
begun a new project on monitoring open contracting
processes with their local partners.

Treatment meeting with congressperson’s chief of staff.
Credit: Inclusive Infrastructure Initiative

The research has been
communicated and
disseminated to an academic
peer-reviewed political science
journal (through an article soon
to be under review) and at
conference presentations in
the Philippines and the United
States (with further potential
opportunities in Europe
and Australia).

10
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ACTIVITY REPORTS

PHILIPPINES
Social Media / Digital Disinformation Tracker (DDT)
A team of researchers from four universities
undertook a two-part study prior to the May 2019
Philippine midterm elections.
They began by establishing a web platform to
track digital campaigning and disinformation and
proceeded to conduct bottom-up ethnographic
analysis involving interviews with digital strategists
and account operators.
A 47-page report co-authored by lead researchers
Dr Ross Tapsell (ANU), Dr Jonathan Ong
(University of Massachusetts), and Dr Nicole
Curato (University of Canberra) was published in
August 2019, and is available at:
http://bit.ly/2Pv8akE
https://www.newmandala.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/08/Digital-Disinformation-2019Midterms.pdf
The authors of the report worked closely with The
Lawyers Network for Truthful Elections (LENTE) to
organise a policy roundtable in Manila in August.

As documented in the appendix, the project and its
resulting report have received substantial attention
in the Philippine, Australian and international media,
including an interview on ABC Radio national with
Tapsell (see https://ab.co/2HYUdqS
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/
latenightlive/social-media-hoxes-threatendemocracy/11636864) as well as coverage in
Buzzfeed and the Los Angeles Times.
Members of the team have regularly sought out
opportunities to communicate their findings with
policy makers in other settings. In January 2020,
Tapsell spoke about the report to a Kuala Lumpur
audience of roughly 100 persons, including
members of the new Media Council. Tapsell also
presented the report to the Malaysian Minister of
Communications, who was very interested in its
findings as the ministry is exploring policy options
to confront the challenges posed by fake news
and disinformation.

In attendance were:
>> officials from the Commission on Elections
(COMELEC) and DFAT;

A worker uses his mobile phone during a break at a market in Manila, 23 Jan 2018. Credit: Noel Ceis / AFP / Getty Images

>> representatives of Facebook, Twitter, leading
advertising companies, the media and factchecking organisations; and

In addition, academic forums were held at
Columbia University in New York and University of
Massachusetts Amherst, organised by Dr Jonathan
Ong. One of the local academics in the team, J.M.
Lanuza, presented the work at Harvard University.

The work of SEARBO1 will continue into SEARBO2
and will particularly focus on engaging stakeholders
such as Facebook, Google and relevant Philippines
institutions and government agencies to discuss the
regulatory suggestions of the report.

Another, Pamela Combinido, presented the work at
ISEAS in Singapore as part of a broader workshop
on social media in Southeast Asia, organised by Dr
Ross Tapsell:
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/mec-events/workshopon-from-grassroots-activism-to-disinformationsocial-medias-impact-on-southeast-asian-society/

This will involve ongoing collaboration with LENTE
as part of the Australia-Asia Foundation ‘Coalitions
for Change’ program. Under SEARBO2, moreover,
the project will be expanded to include Indonesia
and Malaysia—both of which are also undergoing
debates about policy regulations to counter
‘fake news’.

>> local academics.
The event was held with the broad strategy
of discussing the findings of the report and
encouraging each organisation to propose solutions.
All lead authors have been in regular discussions
with Google, Facebook and Twitter. Ong was invited
to Facebook’s head office in San Francisco. Tapsell
was invited to speak at Google’s annual flagship
event in Singapore on a panel entitled ‘Building Trust
in Media: The Asia Context’.

12
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ACTIVITY REPORTS

ACTIVITY REPORTS

MALAYSIA

MALAYSIA

Gender and Parliament Project

Rule of Law Study

The research is a two-part activity, involving both
a research project to identify structural barriers
that deter Malaysian women from assuming leading
roles in policy-making positions and the forthcoming
2020 visit of Malaysian women parliamentarians
to Canberra for mutual learning with their
Australian counterparts.

Under lead researcher A/Prof Björn Dressel,
this project provided an empirical study of the
determinants of judicial behaviour of the Federal
Court (FC) of Malaysia (1957–2018) in high-profile
political cases.

The research project has been completed by Dr
Alicia Izharuddin (Harvard University) with a policy
brief published in November 2019
(see http://bit.ly/2Tq0QIb
https://www.newmandala.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/11/Alicia-Izharuddin-30-Hope-1.pdf).
The brief includes personal interviews with 14 female
parliamentarians as well as email interviews with four
leading female parliamentarians in Malaysia. It has
been sent to all female members who participated
in the research, and to such key stakeholders
in Malaysia as the parliamentary special select
committee for human rights and gender equality and
the parliamentary reform committee.
In mid-2019 it was decided to delay the women
parliamentarians’ visit to Canberra due to the
Malaysian parliament announcing unexpected
sitting dates in September 2019 (when the visit was
supposed to take place).

The aim of the study is twofold:
>> to identify critical factors that have shaped the
nature of the court’s decisions, and
>> to support those who want the court to reassert
its traditional role as an independent and impartial
arbiter of political conflict.

Earlier drafts were shared and discussed with key
stakeholders of Malaysia’s legal complex, including
former CJ Richard Malanjum.
Coinciding with the publication of the article, it is
likely that a policy brief will be published at the New
Mandala website.
Dressel plans to return to Malaysia in 2020
to present the findings of the study in an
academic setting.

The result was a pioneering empirical examination of
decision-making in high-profile cases at Malaysia’s
Federal Court over the last six decades. As such, the
study provides unprecedented insights into one of
Malaysia’s major institutions at a critical juncture of
the country’s development.
Dressel’s study is currently under review with
the Asian Journal of Law and Society with an
anticipated publication in 2020.

Malaysian Federal Court, Palace of Justice, Kuala Lumpur
Photo credit: South China Morning Post scmp.com

Subsequently, due to concerns over COVID-19, the
planned visits have been canceled. Other activities
focusing on issues of women’s political participation,
still to be determined, will now take their place.

Photo credit: Alexandra Radu, Getty Images
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ACTIVITY REPORTS

MALAYSIA
Malaysia Harmony Commission Project
The goal of this project is to provide advice on
the idea of a Malaysian Harmony Commission
in the context of debates around citizenship and
discrimination in Malaysia. It seeks opportunities to
inform policy deliberations on how best to manage
diversity, promote respect and promote more
inclusive notions of Malaysian citizenship to better
address racial and religious polarisation.
Lead researcher Dr Amrita Malhi is in the process
of generating original, policy-relevant work based on
extensive interviews with contemporary stakeholders,
analysis of the political atmospherics surrounding
race and religion in Malaysia, and deep knowledge
of the literature on managing Malaysian diversity
through its post-colonial and colonial history.
A draft policy brief is currently being distributed for
comments, with the aim of publishing it on New
Mandala in the coming months.

Malhi has been actively engaged in connecting and
speaking with a good number of stakeholders in
debates connected to this project. She has also
worked to situate their input within the broader
political context, debates and literature.
The high-level conclusion of this project is that civil
society networks must be more actively mobilised
in pursuit of a new narrative of citizenship, and any
National Harmony Commission that is established
must work within this broader mobilisation. Any
planning towards creating a Commission must
consider the broad coalition of voices that needs to
be built alongside it.
Malhi has built a close working relationship with the
office of Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, who has taken a
special interest in the project in light of the way he
would like to position himself as a ‘multi-racial’ leader
for all Malaysians.

In addition, on the request of outgoing ANU
Chancellor Gareth Evans and ANU partner PwC,
Malhi also worked toward supporting an additional,
high-impact event that sought to help connect
Malaysian and Australian policymaker networks,
namely the ANU Crawford Leadership Forum.
Leveraging the partnership with Anwar’s office
established for this project, she arranged for Anwar
to participate in the full two days of the Forum,
including by giving the public Crawford Oration to an
audience of up to 2000 people. Sadly, this part of
the activity was cancelled at the very last minute due
to a major controversy within Anwar’s political party,
which triggered internal disciplinary procedures.

This work will improve understanding of the following
factors that impact the integrity and effectiveness of
key state institutions and democratic and/or illiberal
trends in Southeast Asia:
>> Contemporary debates around how best to
foster more inclusive notions of civic and political
citizenship in contemporary Malaysia, in the
context of seemingly worsening racial and
religious polarisation;
>> How best to strengthen democratic
voices that seek to eliminate racial
and religious discrimination with
due consideration of all Malaysians;
>> How best to develop an appropriate
narrative for shared citizenship for
all Malaysians;
>> How to contextualise Malaysia’s
interest in establishing a National
Harmony Commission in its broader
regional and global contexts,
including what roles such a
Commission might play.

Religious and ethnic diversity in Georgetown, Penang. Credit: Paul Hutchcroft
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ACTIVITY REPORTS

ACTIVITY REPORTS

MALAYSIA

MAINLAND SOUTHEAST ASIA

Electoral System Reform

Entrenched Illiberalism in Mainland Southeast Asia Conference

Lead researcher Professor Ben Reilly (University
of Western Australia) produced and disseminated
three SEARBO Policy Papers which aim to provide
a panoptic lens on electoral governance trends in
Asia and their specific relevance to the Malaysian
reform process. These have aggregated the current
stock of knowledge and aim to provide reformers
and government officials in Malaysia and potentially
elsewhere with comparative knowledge and
strategies on key areas of reform.
Given the specific circumstances facing Malaysia,
the first of these papers was focused on how
different countries in Asia and the broader IndoPacific have sought to manage ethnic politics via
institutional reforms.
The second of these papers looked directly at
trends in electoral reform around the region,
and aimed to provide a primer for groups such
as the Electoral Reform Committee and Electoral
Commission in Malaysia.
The third Policy Paper focused directly on the
Malaysian case, examining the history of electoral
governance, the slide towards illiberalism based on
an uneven electoral playing field, and most desirable
and appropriate reform options.
A follow up Policy Brief, published in the East Asia
Forum website (see http://bit.ly/2wdW7Bc
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2019/12/03/
electoral-reform-promises-to-change-malaysianpolitics/) assesses the likely impacts of the current
reform proposals emanating from the ERC.
All policy papers have been disseminated to
electoral reform groups in Malaysia and are also
available online via the following links:

In May 2019, Reilly made a series of public
presentations in Kuala Lumpur on governance
reform to the Malaysian Electoral Commission and
Electoral Reform Committee:
https://m.malaysiakini.com/news/481349

This international conference on entrenched
illiberalism in Thailand, Cambodia, and Myanmar
brought together scholars, DFAT and other
government officials, regional specialists, political
analysts and the public.

He also gave a public lecture on electoral reform at
local universities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NT8lAp3D80o

The conference was motivated by the observation
that the promises of democratisation within mainland
Southeast Asia remain unfulfilled. Myanmar and
Cambodia in particular have been at the receiving
end of intense international efforts to support the
emergence of the liberal rules-based order. However,
Cambodia is now under the rule of a one-party
government, whereas the violent persecution of the
Rohingya in Myanmar has raised profound concerns
and alarm. In Thailand, elections were held but
military leaders designed the process to guarantee
their continued power.

Information on these activities was covered in the
local Malaysian media.
The work in SEARBO phase 2 will build on the
projects outlined above, and also include a
contribution to the Indonesian reform process.
This will take place under the theme ‘Democratic
institutions: national and local dimensions’.
This activity follows on SEARBO1 activities in Malaysia
and also in Indonesia, where Reilly’s paper to the June
2019 conference on electoral system reform at CSIS
in Jakarta gave particular attention to the optimal type
of party list system for the 2024 elections.
Building on these results, SEARBO2 proposes
to present possible reform solutions to important
policy makers in Indonesia and Malaysia. Reilly will
present this work to the final SEARBO conference in
Canberra in November 2020.

The conference addressed two main questions:
>> First, what factors help us to understand
the seeming weakening of liberal forces and
strengthening of authoritarian forces?
>> Second, to what extent are these changes the
result of shifts in the geopolitical situation?

To address those questions lead researchers Drs
Nick Cheesman, Nicholas Farrelly, Rebecca
Gidley and Katrin Travouillon engaged in a
structured dialogue with scholars and policy makers.
The discussion on Myanmar centred on the 2020
elections and the potential for a constitutional
amendment and the conservative trend evident
across many realms of politics.
With regard to Thailand, the discussion focused
on the outcomes of the 2019 election, the ongoing
role of the military and the potential for a liberaldemocratic future.
The presentations on Cambodia revolved around
the contentious politics of land and land-titling,
particularly emphasising local responses to the
severe human rights violations that occur in
this realm.
In addition to discussing the latest developments in
those countries, it was important to the researchers
to introduce a comparative perspective. It was
their aim to evaluate to what extent the experiences
and lessons learned within each country could
be applied to the on-the-ground experiences and
perspectives across mainland Southeast Asia.

Malaysian voters queueing, May 2018. Credit: Reuters

>> http://bit.ly/397dXoh
https://researchimpact.uwa.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2019/09/Electoral-Systems-Reform.pdf

>> http://bit.ly/382XTm1
https://researchimpact.uwa.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2019/09/Ethnic-representation-Report.docx.pdf

>> http://bit.ly/2T5pXRn
https://researchimpact.uwa.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2019/09/Malaysia-electoral-reform-options.pdf
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The key issues addressed from a regional
perspective were
>> the quality of electoral politics
>> the human rights violations affecting stateless
communities in mainland Southeast Asia
>> the way that Buddhism underpins
conceptualisations of liberal and illiberal politics
>> and civil society as both a liberalising and a
regressive force in the region.
The panels and roundtables provided a rigorous
assessment of current political trends in all
three countries.
The conference successfully provided space to
discuss concerns and challenges and give voice
to policy makers and activists from the region. The
invitees from each country included individuals who
are actively engaged in creating and implementing
strategies to counter democratic backsliding in
the region.
The conference thereby provided many opportunities
for networking, resulting in continued exchange
among ANU researchers, policy makers from DFAT
and other agencies, and researchers from the
three countries.

The event also opened up new avenues for
communication with colleagues at universities in
Thailand and research organisations in Myanmar
about possibilities for continued collaborative
research on the rules-based order in the region.
These opportunities are not limited to those
attendees at the conference.
By way of one example, one of the activity
researchers (Cheesman) took ideas from
conversations had at the ANU conference and
brought them into a related discussion on the rule of
law and political illiberalism in Thailand with another
Thai counterpart. Consequently, he has been invited
to join an international research team funded by the
Japanese government to explore this topic over the
next three years.
By several means, the public conference reached
an audience beyond Canberra and beyond the
academic community. Videos of the conference
sessions were available online through New Mandala
(website and Facebook). The panel on the Thailand
election, for example, was viewed thousands of
times within the first few days.
ANU researchers further conducted short, native
language interviews addressing recent political
trends with prominent human rights defenders from
Myanmar and Cambodia. These videos reached a
broad viewership within these countries.

Entrenched Illiberalism in Mainland Southeast Asia panel

Following the conference, the conference organisers
commissioned four in-depth analyses for New
Mandala from among the conference presenters.
In each case, the presenters were asked to address
some of the key themes discussed during the
conference. These articles were published in both
English and the local language and were shared
hundreds of times on social media:
>> Chris Baker, Buddhism and Authority in Thailand
in the Long Run (Thai and English)
https://www.newmandala.org/buddhism-andauthority
>> Khin Zaw Win, Twin Authoritarianisms in
Myanmar (Burmese and English)
https://www.newmandala.org/twinauthoritarianisms
>> Melissa Crouch, Illiberalism and Democratic
Illusions in Myanmar (Burmese, Bahasa
Indonesia, and English)
https://www.newmandala.org/illusions-inmyanmar
>> Alice Beban-France, Land, Emotions and
the Durability of Power in Cambodia (Khmer
and English)
https://www.newmandala.org/power-in-cambodia
One subsequent outcome of the conference
came in May 2019, when some of the participants
together with other counterparts, including a
Myanmar researcher and colleagues from Australian
institutions, gathered at the University of Melbourne’s
Centre on Statelessness for a one-day roundtable on
statelessness in Myanmar and Cambodia.
Four participants at that roundtable have now
submitted a proposal for a panel comparing
statelessness in Myanmar and Cambodia at the
2020 Asian Studies Association of Australia biennial
conference, with a view to one or more joint
publications to follow.
A small proportion of the overall budget ($5,000)
financed a six-week field-research trip to
Cambodia. During this time Travouillon conducted
a total of 15 semi-structured interviews with political
actors, human rights activists, and representatives
of groups that would be predominantly affected by
the potential withdrawal of the preferential trade
agreement between Cambodia and the EU (the
Everything but Arms initiative).

20

Department of Political and Social Change, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, ANU

Conservative Myanmar? panel

The interviewees included leaders of Cambodia’s
political parties, union leaders, and garment factory
representatives, as well as the then EU Ambassador
to Cambodia.
This research feeds into an ongoing project on local
perceptions of the international response to the
2018 election and emerging transnational networks
of cooperation.
Elements of this research were used in a recent
New Mandala article that reflected on the current
divisions between prominent Cambodian opposition
leaders and human rights activists on desirable
and necessary strategies for democratic change in
Cambodia. This piece was read over 1,500 times
within the first two days. A journal manuscript is
in preparation.
There is no direct follow-on from this project in
SEARBO2, although elements of both the project
on international criminal law and the project on
Myanmar’s election will draw on themes and
discussions held at this conference.
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ACTIVITY REPORTS

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, POLITICS AND SECURITY
IN THE ASIA PACIFIC
The ANU Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs
and Cambridge University’s Leverhulme Centre for
the Future of Intelligence jointly hosted an invitationonly workshop in Canberra, Australia, to foster
collaboration on the impact of AI on the politics
and security of the Asia Pacific. The workshop,
conducted under Chatham House rules, involved
academics and Australian Government officials.

In convening this workshop, the Bell School was
successful in bringing together experts from
academia, government, the defence industry and
NGOs to share information and case studies and
discuss the role of AI and the changing nature of
security, strategy and war; international norms and
challenges; Big Data; AI impacts; and the future of AI
and associated risks.

SEARBO provided modest support to facilitate
the involvement of additional participants at
the workshop.

Attendees at the workshop included :

The existing and potential impact of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) is impossible to ignore. AI already
influences every aspect of our lives, sometimes
in seemingly unremarkable ways. Yet we are also
seeing signs of how it may radically alter international
politics and security.
From the use of AI by Cambridge Analytica to send
targeted messages to voters through social media
in the context of Brexit and the 2016 US presidential
election, to ongoing debates in the European
Parliament and the UN about lethal autonomous
weapons, the far-reaching political and security
implications of AI demand our attention.
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>> a delegation of academic experts from Cambridge
University as well as international speakers from
Singapore (Nanyang Technological University) and
China (Berggruen Institute China Center);
>> representatives from Australian government
departments (DFAT, Department of Human
Services, Australian War College);
>> Google Asia Pacific;
>> the Australian Academy of the Humanities;
>> and colleagues from other Australian universities
(UNSW, USyd) and other colleges, schools
and departments within ANU (National Security
College, College of Arts & Social Sciences,
College of Engineering and Computer Science).

Department of Political and Social Change, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, ANU

The goal of the workshop was to further develop
our understanding of AI and its potential impacts and
risks—both present and future.
Key presenters from high-profile research centres
and institutions working in the space of AI and big
data shared their research and case studies of realworld scenarios, including:
>> the use of AI by Cambridge Analytica to impact
democratic processes in the UK, the UK
and elsewhere
>> China’s Social Credit System
>> Google’s AI Principles
>> AI and security from Singapore’s perspective
>> concerns around killer robots
>> digital footprints and microtargetting
>> AI, international norms and challenges to the
ethics and laws of war
>> AI, big data analytics, the citizen and the state.

The workshop introduced those with expertise in
politics and security (who may not have previously
focused on AI) to those with specific expertise in AI
in order to open up new possibilities for collaboration
and knowledge sharing.
Its goal was to serve as a catalyst to establish
a global network of people making important
contributions in this area.

AI Workshop speakers and attendees
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>> Dr Jonathan Ong (University of Massachusetts)
>> Dr Nicholas Farrelly

>> Dr Nicole Curato (University of Canberra)
>> Dr Rebecca Gidley

>> Dr Katrin Travouillon

Civil Society Monitoring of Public Works
Corruption

>> Mr Eitan Paul (University of Michigan)

>> Dr Nico Ravanilla (UC San Diego)
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AI, Politics and Security in the Asia
Pacific workshop

>> Professor Toni Erskine

>> Professor Ron Mendoza (Ateneo de
Manila University)

>> Professor Allen Hicken (University of Michigan)
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01-Aug-19

07-Aug-19

Article

Article

29-Jan-19

>> Dr Nick Cheesman

Article

>> Dr Ross Tapsell

19-Nov-19

Entrenched Illiberalism in Mainland
Southeast Asia Conference

Article

Social Media and Digital Disinformation
tracker

01-Aug-19

Mainland Southeast Asia

Article

Philippines

01-Sep-19

>> A/Professor Björn Dressel

Article

>> A/Professor Marcus Mietzner

01-Aug-19

Rule of Law Study

Policy Brief

Electoral System Redesign

The Philippines Was A
Test Of Facebook’s New
Approach To Countering
Disinformation. Things
Got Worse.

The changing face of fake
news

FACT-CHECK: Did
Senate bets tell the truth
in #TheFilipinoVotes:
Senatorial Forum Part 2?

Troll armies, a growth
industry in the Philippines,
may soon be coming to
an election near you - Los
Angeles Times

East Asia
Forum

New Mandala

New Mandala

New Mandala

BuzzFeed
News

https://www.buzzfeednews.
com/article/craigsilverman/2020philippines-disinformation

Craig Silverman

Jonathon Ong, Ross
Tapsell and Nicole
Curato

Jonathon Ong,
Samuel Cabbuag and
Rossine Fallorina

CNN
Philippines
https://www.cnnphilippines.
com/news/2019/1/28/CNNPhilippines-senatorial-forum-part2-fact-checking.html
https://www.newmandala.org/
disinformation/

Ross Tapsell

Los Angeles
Times
https://www.latimes.com/politics/
story/2019-11-19/troll-armiesroutine-in-philippine-politicscoming-here-next

Khin Zaw Win
Chris Baker

New Mandala

Jonathon Ong, Ross
Tapsell and Nicole
Curato

Ben Reilly

Amrita Malhi

Marcus Mietzner

Sally White and Ed
Aspinall

Alicia Izzharudin

New Mandala

https://www.newmandala.org/
twin-authoritarianisms/

https://www.newmandala.org/wp- New Mandala
content/uploads/2019/08/DigitalDisinformation-2019-Midterms.pdf

https://www.eastasiaforum.
org/2019/12/03/electoral-reformpromises-to-change-malaysianpolitics/

https://www.newmandala.org/
indonesias-electoral-system/

https://www.newmandala.org/
why-good-women-lose-elections/

Buddhism and authority in https://www.newmandala.org/
Thailand in the long run
buddhism-and-authority/

Twin authoritarianisms in
Myanmar

Tracking Digital
Disinformation in the
2019 Philippine Midterm
Election

Electoral Reform
Promises to change
Malaysian Politics

>> Professor Ben Reilly (University of
Western Australia)

01-Nov-19

>> Professor Ed Aspinall

Policy Brief

Electoral System Reform

Malaysia ‘Harmony’ Policy
Brief - DRAFT

>> Dr Sally White

Women’s Political Participation activities

01-Nov-19

>> A/Professor Paul Kenny

Policy Brief

>> Dr Amrita Malhi

https://www.newmandala.org/
New Mandala
securing-the-electoral-success-ofwomen-in-malaysia-baharu/

Philippines - Social Media/
Digital Disinformation Tracker

Philippines - Social Media/
Digital Disinformation Tracker

Philippines - Social Media/
Digital Disinformation Tracker

Philippines - Social Media/
Digital Disinformation Tracker

Entrenched Illiberalism in
Mainland Southeast Asia.

Entrenched Illiberalism in
Mainland Southeast Asia.

Philippines - Social Media/
Digital Disinformation Tracker

Malaysia - Electoral Sytem
Reform

Malaysia - Anti-Discrimination

Indonesia - Electoral System
Redesign

Indonesia - Women's
participation

Malaysia - Gender and
Parliament Project

>> Professor Paul Hutchcroft

Indonesia's electoral
system: why it needs
reform

>> Professor Ed Aspinall

01-Sep-19

Anti-Discrimination and Minority Rights
Project

Policy Brief

Political Economy of Democratic
Malfeasance

Why good women lose
elections in Indonesia

>> Dr Alicia Izharrudin (Harvard University)

03-Dec-19

>> A/Professor Paul Kenny

Policy Brief

>> Dr Ross Tapsell

Securing the electoral
success of women in
Malaysia Baharu

>> Professor Ed Aspinall

19-Nov-19

Gender and Parliament Project

Policy Brief

Business and Campaign Finance Study
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Article

Article

Article

Article

Article
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https://www.philstar.com/
headlines/2019/08/12/1942752/moretransparency-needed-digital-electioncampaign-spending-media-experts-say

Philippines - Social
Media/Digital
Disinformation Tracker
Philippines - Social
Media/Digital
Disinformation Tracker
Philippines - Social
Media/Digital
Disinformation Tracker
Philippines - Social
Media/Digital
Disinformation Tracker
Philippines - Social
Media/Digital
Disinformation Tracker
Philippines - Social
Media/Digital
Disinformation Tracker

Entrenched Illiberalism
in Mainland Southeast
Asia.
Entrenched Illiberalism
in Mainland Southeast
Asia.

Matt Field

Hannah Torregoza

Rappler.com

Janvic Mateo

Paolo Vergara

Catalina Ricci S.
Madarang

Melissa Crouch

Alice Beban-France

Bulletin of
the Atomic
Scientists
Manila Bulletin

Rappler

PhilStar Global

NOLISOLI
(Blog)
Interaksyon

New Mandala

New Mandala

De Lima urges Google PH https://news.mb.com.ph/2019/08/23/
de-lima-urges-google-ph-to-clean-upto clean up YouTube of
youtube-of-fake-videos/
fake videos
https://www.rappler.com/technology/
news/238557-de-lima-urges-googlephilippines-take-down-fake-youtubevideos
https://www.philstar.com/
headlines/2019/08/31/1947818/fakenews-took-new-form-2019-polls-study
https://nolisoli.ph/67405/disinformationelections-pvergara-20190912/
http://www.interaksyon.com/politicsissues/2019/10/16/156020/study-fakenews-midterm-elections-philippines/

https://www.newmandala.org/illusions-inmyanmar/
https://www.newmandala.org/power-incambodia/

Why 2020 disinformation
campaigns may be
outsourced to the
Philippines

De Lima urges Google
Philippines to take down
fake content on YouTube
Fake news took new form
in 2019 polls - study
How disinformation is a
major symptom of a sick
democracy
Micro-influencers played
a key role in the spread of
fake news for Philippines'
2019 elections
Digital Deception
Decoder: Cloudflare and
CDA 230
Illiberalism and
Democratic Illusions in
Myanmar
Land, Emotions and the
Durability of Power in
Cambodia

23-Aug-19
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26-Aug-19
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12-Sep-19

16-Oct-19

12-Aug-19

20-Nov-19

25-Nov-19

Article

Article

Article

Article

Article

Article

Article

Article

Article

Philippines - Social
Media/Digital
Disinformation Tracker

Philippines - Social
Media/Digital
Disinformation Tracker
Noemi LardizabelDado
Manila Times
Disinformation innovations https://www.manilatimes.net/
disinformation-innovations-used-in-theused in the May 2019
may-2019-philippine-elections/601831/
Philippine elections
18-Aug-19

Article

Digital
Deception
Decoder
(Newsletter)

Philippines - Social
Media/Digital
Disinformation Tracker
Samuel Cabbuag and
Rossine Fallorina
CNN
Philippines Life
https://cnnphilippines.com/life/culture/
politics/2019/9/20/politicians-socialmedia-analysis.html
Samira, Imee, and Pia:
What can we learn from
politicians' social media
profiles?
20-Sep-19

Article

https://thebulletin.org/2019/08/could2020-disinformation-campaigns-beoutsourced-to-the-philippines

Philippines - Social
Media/Digital
Disinformation Tracker
Jose Mari Lanuza and
Jonathan Corpus Ong
LSE Media
Policy Project
Blog
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/
mediapolicyproject/2019/08/28/beyondconspiracy-the-ties-that-bind-filipino-flatearthers-and-populist-supporters/
Beyond Conspiracy: the
ties that bind Filipino Flat
Earthers and populist
supporters

28-Aug-19
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Philippines - Social
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Philippines - Social
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Despite disinformation,
social media in the
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a space for genuine
grassroots mobilisation
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Rossine Fallorina

CNN
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Robbin Dagle and
Rossine Fallorina
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YouTube: The new battleground against
disinformation

The new battleground
against disinformation

Fake news' innovations
increased in 2019 PH
midterm polls: study

Spread of fake news
‘more insidious’ in 2019
elections — report

Jonathon Ong

Celine Isabelle
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UMass News
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Relations

PhilStar Global

Llanesca T. Panti

Celine Isabelle
Samson

ABS-CBN
News

https://news.abs-cbn.com/
spotlight/08/11/19/media-expertsrecommend-transparency-in-digitalcampaign-spending-for-2022-elections
GMA News
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2019 Philippine elections
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The Fight Against Fake News

Nondemocratic pluralism in
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Duterte versus the Rule of Law
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Facebook Live
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